
                                                 

2016- 2018 

                         

 

 

Placement Brochure 



MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Dr. S. Parasuraman

Director, Tata Institute of Social Sciences

M.A. in Women‘s Studies at Tata Institute of  Social  Sciences is arguably one of 

the best courses in the country  that  combines theory with practice and is in sync 

with the larger commitments of inclusive development and gender equity. It is an 

interdisciplinary programme, which aims at creating critical, socially relevant and 

interventionist knowledge  where in  feminism  has  an  integral,  ideological  and 

foundational relevance. It seeks to make women‘s perspectives visible and central 

to understanding society, social structures and operations. This programme is also 

in alignment with the core institutional ethos and values,  which  aims at changing 

social realities through the development and application  of  knowledge,  towards 

creating a people centered and ecologically sustainable  society that promotes and 

protects the dignity, equality, social justice and human  rights for all,  with special 

emphasis on marginalised and vulnerable groups.

The students of this M.A. in Women‘s Studies programme have an opportunity to 

experience a wide range of courses linking feminist theories, women‘s movements, women‘s development, and 

critiques of mainstream development that excludes women, at the same time preparing  students  to do  feminist 

research and documentation and learn organizational skills needed to work with  women  and  institutions.  The 

course accommodates students with diverse backgrounds and perspectives and lends flexibility to the process of 
teaching and learning which gives a more holistic understanding and analysis  of  economic  and  socio-political 

processes.  It  also  enables  students  to  use  their  learning to pursue both research and field work through their 
expertise and experience in intervention related knowledge and skills.

Under the present curriculum, students undergo intensive classroom and field  learning  components  distributed 
across four semesters. They also pursue a Masters dissertation on diverse themes  encompassing  developmental 

issues,  governance,  arts,  cultural  and  film  studies,  concerns  around  body  and  sexualities,  etc.,  through an 
engagement with feminist research methodologies. The courses comprise of foundation courses in social science 

disciplines, basic courses on perspectives and methods and advanced concentration  courses  in  varied  fields  of 
practice and thematic arenas.

Students doing this Master's Degree programme may find their professional careers in diverse settings such as in 
academia   as  researchers  and  teachers;  in  journalism;  as  development  workers  and  activists;  in  civil  and 

administrative   functions  of  the  government,   especially  women  and  gender  departments;  in  national  and 

international organizations working on women and gender issues. This course offers our students great potential 

to traverse territories, both unknown and known and bring in feminist perspectives in their area of work to bring 

about a gender sensitive and gender just world.



MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN, SCHOOL OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

Dr. R. Ramakumar

Dean, School of Development Studies

Let me take this opportunity  to  introduce  you  to  the  Master's  programme in 

Women's Studies at TISS, Mumbai. 

Gender  oppression,  along  with  class differentiation  and caste discrimination, 

is a stark feature of India's society and economy. India has one of the lowest sex 

ratios  for  any  country   in   the  world.  Female  foeticide  and  infanticide  are 

rampant.  The  median  number  of  years  of  schooling  for  an  average Indian  

rural  woman  is  zero. The absence of maternal schooling is  strongly  linked to  

the  health  status  of women,  as  well as low child  and  infant  mortality  rates. 

Rights to property and  norms  of  inheritance  are  heavily  skewed   in   favour 

of men,  which shrinks  female  bargaining  power  within  the  household.  The  

gendered  division  of  labour  is  disadvantageous  for  women.  Female  work 

participation rates are significantly lower  than  male  work  participation  rates.  
In  other words,  the  freedom  of  a woman to be an independent income-earner 

outside the household is deeply constrained. Enlarging women's employment is 

one of the most critical developmental challenges that India faces today. 

There is also violent backlash against choices that women make.  On  many occasions, when women assert their will to 

choose  a  partner,  communities respond with honour killings or ostracism.  Crimes  against  women  have  risen. More 

recently, beginning from  the  Nirbhaya  case  in  New  Delhi,  there  is  immense public interest on how our society can 

be made more gender sensitive. Public policies cannot any longer relegate the question of gender as an add-on.Gender has 

to be a fundamental and constituent element in the way public policies are formulated.

It is in this context that I speak to you about the Women's Studies programme in TISS and its wonderful students. They are

 a set of hard-working, socially sensitive and analytically competent students, ready to be absorbed into our society as foot 

soldiers in our long march for gender equality. In their two years of study in TISS, they have acquired deep knowledge on 

different dimensions of the question of gender inequality. Backed by an able  set  of  faculty  members,  they  have  studied 

courses in the history of development, feminist theories of development,  women's  work,  women's  education  and  health, 

women's legal rights, women's movements, and sexuality. They  also  have  studied  courses  that  deal  with  advocacy  for 

women's rights and on mainstreaming gender in governance. At the end  of  the  course,  they  also  work  on  an  evaluated 

dissertation.

Given  today's  challenges,  we  need a professional cadre of young people who can work towards transforming the  way 

women live their life in this world. Our students in Women's Studies are fully equipped to enter this arena. Our graduates 

from the earlier years have been employed in  multiple  advocacy  groups  for  women,  legal organisations that deal with 

women's issues, public and private research bodies, corporate social responsibility groups and organisations that work on 

the grassroots to improve the livelihood profiles of rural and urban women.

I welcome you to visit us, meet our students and explore how we can work together to make this world a better  place  to 

live in.



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Prof. Dr. Vibhuti Patel, 

Chairperson

Advanced Centre for Women's Studies

TISS, Mumbai

The Centre for Women’s Studies at TISS is recognized as an Advanced Centre by 

the University Grants Commission ( UGC) in its XI Plan since 2013 and receives 

grants from the  UGC under its  special Scheme for Women’s Studies since 1984. 

The Centre is one of the pioneering  University Centres  of   Women's  Studies  in 

India. Established in 1982 through a Ford foundation grant,  the Centre  was  born 

out of a felt need for imparting relevant education, gender sensitivity and women’s 

perspectives to students, researchers,  fellow  academics  and  policy  makers.  The 

Centre runs a Masters in Women's Studies  since  2009  and  a taught  M. Phil  and 

PhD Program  since  2013.The Centre enjoys visibility among academic  and  non- 

academic audiences. Besides our teaching Programs,  the  Faculty  of  the   Centre 

for Women’s Studies have been engaged in research and publications, consultancy, 

organizing conferences,  workshops,  seminars and   talks on  specific  themes  for 
various kinds of groups such as academics, professionals, policy makers, students, 

general public, government officials,  community  based  groups , special  interest 
groups etc.  Our Centre has been at the core of national and international networking and extension and  advocacy  on 

women’s issues since the very beginning. Faculty at the Centre are regularly on the advisory boards of research studies 

at universities as well as on State and NGO committees.  Faculty from this Centre have been office  bearers  of  Indian 
Association of  Women's Studies ( IAWS), a  professional  association  that  aims  to  further  women’s  studies  as  an 

interdisciplinary academic field and beyond educational institutions.
 

The Centre has successfully collaborated with  many International Universities namely, University of York, University

of Warwick, London Metropolitan University,  University  of  Bristol,  University  of  Coventry,  University  of  Keele,  

University of Lund in Sweden, Pretoria University in South Africa and University of Kabul in Afghanistan .  We   have 

been successfully promoting and strengthening cross-cultural teaching, research and extension in the area of  women’s 

issues and gender studies.

Women's studies Unit at Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai commenced in 1982  and  the  department  has been 

engaged in research, teaching, training and documentation, developing teaching materials and conducting seminars and 

workshops. In year 1984, it received a coveted status of Advanced Centre for Women’s Studies (ACWS) sponsored by 

University Grants Commission, Delhi. ACWS is located in School for Development Studies Over last 35 years; ACWS

has developed its own library with rare collection of  books,  periodicals,  documents,  official  publication  on  gender 
concerns. ACWS is offering Master of Arts in Women’s Studies, Master of Philosophy in Women’s Studies and Doctor 

of Philosophy in Women’s studies. Dissertation and field work are integral part  in  MA   education.  Our  alumni  have 
made mark in  the  various  fields  such  as  research  institutions,  corporate,  foundations,  government   bodies,   non-
government organizations (national and global). Our 23 MA students and  9  M.Phil.  students  have  inter-disciplinary 

perspective, analytical abilities, ability to face field reality, proficiency in more than  one  language,  writing  skills  in 
proposal making, report writing, programme implementation and evaluation. They are grounded in reality, at the same 

time intellectually versatile. As they have interned in reputed and gender responsive institutions and have done rigorous 

fieldwork, they are gender sensitive. Teamwork has been fostered in our teaching programme. Hence our  students  are 
team players, respectful of diversity and peaceful resolution of different views, approaches and methods of functioning. 

They can analyse situations, problems, programmes, schemes, projects with gender lens.  They  can  identify  practical 

gender needs and strategic  gender  needs  in  a  given  situation.  Our  students  are  aspiring  for  challenging  jobs  as 

researchers, programme officers, executives, NGO heads, Gender trainers. With confident we can say that our students 
will be assets to whoever employs them.



Advanced  Centre  for  Women's  Studies,   Tata   Institute   of   Social   Sciences  

offers  one  of  the   best  postgraduate  programmes   in   Women's    Studies   in 

India.  The  programme offers an  interdisciplinary  perspective  and  focuses  on 

developing  professional  expertise to use  gender as  an  analytical   category  in 

planning and outreach. The objective of the programme is to promote sustainable, 

equitable,  and  participatory  development  with  a vision  of  social  justice.  The 

programme   attracts  a  wide  variety  of  students  with  various  disciplinary 

backgrounds from both India and abroad.

 

We offer a rigorous two years course work on feminist research, feminist critique 

on science, intersectionalities of gender,  caste,  class,  tribe,  sexualities,  poverty 

and livelihood concerns, gender and development, health, education, law,   media,  

etc. The courses thrust on interdisciplinarity and contribute to the growing body of 

feminist scholarships towards developing a critical  understanding  of  gender  and 

development. During the two years of rigorous training, our  students  are  exposed  to  fieldwork  by  working  with  
grassroot  organizations,  NGOs  and  other  feminist  organizations in  the area of  gender  equity.   This  programme 

equips students  to  engage  with  research,   integrate  feminist  research  practices,  develop  research  proposal  and  

enables students to document and  publish their research findings.
 

Faculty in the programme are drawn from various interdisciplinary contexts and they bring expertise from women's 

movement and feminist scholarship. Our alumni are placed in various reputed organizations, government sectors and 

in higher academia. They bring perspectives and skills to conceptualize gender interests and to use gender analytical 

framework  in policy and programmes they are engaged in. The organizations have recognized our students capability 

and have engage them with challenging assignments.  Many of our alumni are research  scholars  in  reputed  national 

and international universities.

 

Dr. Bindulakshmi P.

Associate Professor &

Programme Coordinator

Advanced Centre for Women's Studies

MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAMME COORDINATOR



I retired from TISS at a moment when Women’s Studies in Indian universities was 

facing an unprecedented crisis.  It isn’t over yet, but I think we are all aware of how 

Women’s Studies in India has brought an opportunity to nurture critical thinking to 

many young people today,  enabling  them  to  turn  a  relentlessly  questioning  yet 

intensely  human   eye  toward  many  aspects  of  the  world   we  live  in.  I  was 

particularly happy to be present at a  talk  by  the  feminist  historian  and publisher 

V.Geetha for a class where most of the 2016-17 MA (WS) batch,  the  last  batch  I 

taught as a member of the  ACWS faculty, were present. The question-and-answer 

session at the end of this lecture left  me  feeling  satisfied  at  how  this  class  had 
matured over two years of “Doing Women’s Studies”.  The  questions  they  asked 

were thoughtful ; they certainly reflected the students’ understanding of a feminist 
perspective . What was more important, each one was trying to relate  the speaker’s 

presentation of issues of gender, caste and history to their own experiences and their 

research preoccupations, but always with a theoretical clarity behind what s/he asked.

Women’s Studies will survive, I thought then, if these young men and women go out 

into various fields armed with these intellectual weapons and with the emotional  honesty  that  feminism  demands.
It will not be cultivated only within universities, but  in school classrooms, among women labouring in the fields, in 
factories or at home;  among men as well, in the various locations where women and men meet,  to play, work, love,

teach and learn; in the variegated media that communicate society’s responses to a rapidly-changing world;  in new 

forms of art that explore the creative possibilities of these responses.

MESSAGE FROM Dr. WANDANA SONALKAR 

Prof Dr. Wandana Sonalkar

Retired Professor, ACWS,TISS

The Advanced Centre for Women’s Studies at TISS Mumbai is one of the India’s three 

University based teaching and research centres on issues of  Women  and  gender  to be 

thus recognized by the UGC. The centre, with a diverse and  dedicated team of  faculty 

members, offers courses at  the MA,  M Phil,  and  levels.  The  movement   to   launch 

Women’s Studies /Gender Studies as an independentarea of scholarly enquiry has been 

intertwined with the growth  of  the  movementfor  equity  in this  country.  The  Indian 

women’s movement has been one of the most powerful voices that has, since the decade 

of  the  1970s,  interrogated  the  class,  caste  and  gender  biases  inherent  in  the  way 

knowledge has traditionally been constructed and imparted.  In this  process,  there  has 

been  a  strong  emphasis  on  comprehending  the  intersectionalities  among  different 

structures of power and exclusions.  It  is  this  understanding  that  has  permeated  the 

development of syllabi, courses, and  research  activities  of  this  centre.  Over time, the 

faculty and student  researchers  at our  centre  have  built  up a  powerful  body of  work 

spanning several areas of an alternative feminist epistemology, one thatvalidates ideas of 

sharing, equity, and equal access. Some of our published student research bears witness to 

this.The current batch of graduating students come from diverse disciplinary backgrounds 

and experiences. Many have had experience of having worked  insocial  fields  as  well  as 
having grappled with mainstream disciplines, before a restless spirit of inquiry has drawn

them to Women’s Studies at TISS. They have contributed their individual strengths to the 

collective intellectual strength of the batch. They go  into  the  world  with  sharp  critical 

faculties and questioning minds that are essential to deal with the social contradictions of 

today’s fractured world, and will be valuable assets in any organization.

MESSAGE FROM Dr. ILINA SEN

Dr.  Ilina Sen

Retired Professor, ACWS, TISS 



MESSAGE FROM PROF. Dr. NISHI MITRA

Prof. Dr. Nishi Mitra vom Berg

Advanced Centre for Women's 

Studies

The  Advanced  Centre  for  Women’s  Studies  combines  academic  rigour  with 

feminist practice.The centrefocuses on understanding of gender in the lived social 

reality by including a field component. The purpose is not to create the oreticians 
but to combine theory with practice as practice without theory will not lead to any 

change. The programme through its myriad courses seeks to introduce the student 

to thinking throughin practice. The purpose is to create field practitioners who will 
push the envelope and do cutting edge work in the field  leading  to  an  equal  and 
discrimination free world. Many of the courses thus combine this approach giving 

the students a hands-on understanding of the Indian reality and context. The course

encourages the student to move beyond the self and the body in articulating gender 

politics. The students of the batch 2016-18 come from diverse  experiences  (both 

academic and work) and brought this diversity to the class room, learning from the 

collective experiences and their engagement with the field and thesubject  matter. 
They are motivated, intelligent and I believe that they will do well wherever they 

work. I wish them all the best.

Our MA Program is an interdisciplinary program informed by contemporary feminist 

theory and praxis, focusing on processes for producing critical  and  socially  relevant 

and   interventionist   knowledge.  Women's   Studies   is  about  integrating  women's 

experiences, realities and perspectives in mainstream/codified knowledge from where  
they have been left  out  or  made  invisible.  The  students  of  our  program  have  an 

opportunity to experience a wide range of courses linking feminist theories, women’s 

movements, women’s development;  and critiques  of  mainstream  development  that 

excludes  women.  Our   program   prepares  students  to  do  feminist   research   and   

documentation and   learn organizational  skills  needed  to  work  with  women.  The 

course is flexible so as to accommodate  students  with  focus  on  both  research  and 
fieldwork/intervention related knowledge and skills. Students have a full semester of  
field   work   where  they  gain  experience  from  an  internship   with  organizations  
working  on  gender/ women's themes.  The  students   of   this   Program   find   their  
professional   careers  in  diverse  settings  such  as  in  academia  as  researchers  and 

teachers;  in   journalism;   as   development   workers   and   activists ;  in   civil   and  

administrative  functions   of    the    government    especially   women    and   gender 

departments  ; in    national   and    international  organizations  working  on  women , 

gender and development issues etc .  In  fact the  students  of  this  course  find placements  in  all  fields  where  there  is 
need and use of feminist  knowledges  that help to question,  critique and make for changes in social systems, institutions 

and communities.  We  welcome  organizations  looking  for  the best in the market for recruiting our students who  have 

disciplinary knowledge and skills and combine efficiency with values. 

MESSAGE FROM Dr.MONICA SAKHRANI

Dr. Monica Sakhrani

Visiting lecturer, ACWS, TISS



Womens studies Unit at Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai commenced in 1982 

with major funding received from the Ford Foundation.  Initially,  the  department  was 

engaged in research, teaching and  documentation,  developing  teaching  materials  and 

conducting seminars and workshops.  In 1984,  a  full- fledged  unit  for  women  studies
was established with a grant from University  Grants  Commission  under  the sixth plan. 

Lecturer and Reader posts were the faculty positions and there was provision for funding 

freelance researchers in temporary positions on specific research projects. At that time, 
the Institute was offering master’s level course in Social Work and Personnel 

Management and Industrial Relations.Complementing these two broad fields of education, 
the Womens Studies Unit developed courses .Three such courses devised were,

1 Women and Law,

2 Women and Work and

3 The Status and Health of Women.

MESSAGE FROM Dr. SUJATA CHAVAN

Prof. Dr. Sujata Chavan

Assistant Professor, ACWS, 

TISS 

The students listed in this brochure have successfully emerged from one of the best 

post-graduate programmes in Women’s Studies within the Indian University system. 

This Women’s Studies programme in the School of  Development  Studies  at  TISS, 

provides professional training in combining feminist theory and praxis. The graduate 

students   develop  competence  in  deploying   gender  as an  analytical  category  in 

research,  policy  analysis,  and  community  participation.  The  programme  has  a 

diversity  of  interdisciplinary  courses  on  women’s  movements,  feminist research 

methodology, gender and science, intersectionalities of gender, caste, class and tribe, 

issues  of  sexuality  and  violence, gender poverty and livelihood concerns, feminist 

critique  of   development,   mainstreaming   gender   in   development,  the political 

economy and cultures of women’s work, health, education media,  law,  governance 

and environment. The course is taught by faculty across TISS,  using  a  pedagogical 

approach that is collectively oriented,  drawing  from  both  personal  and  collective 

selves.   The   programme   provides   students   the   lens   to   question  mainstream 

institutionalized knowledge, while simultaneously encouraging reflexivity, empathy, 
and aiming towards a political vision.

MESSAGE FROM Dr. MEENA GOPAL

Meena Gopal

Professor

Advanced Centre for Women’s 

Studies

The Unit had developed bibliographies in areas of women , politics and culture, women and law, women and work and 

women and health.Unit faculties were supervising  M.A.  level  dissertations  and  were  providing  guidance  for  PhD 

students at the Institute. Unit faculties also contributed  to  short  term  courses run by the institute particularly in areas

of issues around women, environment, health and development. In the first decade of the Unit, focus of research was on 
developing  historical  base  of  information  regarding  the  situation  of  women  in  Maharashtra,  their  struggles  and 

contributions in various spheres of life. The  research  findings  were published in a series of seven monographs , which  
were in Marathi. In the initial phase of the Unit,  the  Unit was providing consultation to, the researchers in process of 

formulating research proposals and to the voluntary organizations trying to address womens issues. The unit was also 

involved in  extension  education  within  and  outside  the institute and the unit undertook activities related to gender 

sensitization among students, activists, grassroot workers and government personnels. Presently the Unit has achieved 

the status of Advanced Centre for Womens Studies. MA, Mphil and Phd programmes are conducted in the department.

The centre is in The School for Development Studies. Dissertation and field work are integral part of MA education.



The Tata Institute of Social Sciences  (TISS) was  established  in  1936  with  a  vision  of  being  an 

institution of excellence in higher education that continually  responds  to changing  social  realities. 

The vision encompasses the development and application of knowledge, towards creating a people-

centred, ecologically sustainable and just society that promotes and protects dignity, equality, social 

justice and human rights for all. Over the years, the Institute has  made  consistent  contributions  to 

civil society and the development sector through its 

education,research, field action and extension.

TISS currently offers 45 Masters Programmes to over 1400 students, which  includes  subject  areas 

like Education,Health, Habitat Studies, Human Resources Management, Social Work, Development 
Studies, Women’s Studies,Disaster Management,  Social Entrepreneurship,  Public Policy and Rural 

Development.  The academic  programme at  the Institute is uniquely tailored,  integrating  practical 

training, in the form of fieldwork
/internships with the classroom component,  to  create  a  knowledge  base  beyond  textbooks.  This 

creates a  unique  class of committed professionals  who  usually  go  on  to  make  socially  relevant 

career choices.  As  a  part  of the  Institute’s  commitment  towards  engaging  and  learning  from a 

diverse  student body,  it  actively  collaborates  with  25 top  universities and  consortiums in North 

America, Europe, Africa and Asia.

Over the years, through its research in social work, social sciences,  human  resources  management, 

health  systems  and allied  fields,  TISS  has  made consistent contributions to civil society and  the 
development sector and helped shape planning, policy and  programme  formulation,  foster  critical 

rethinking and development of people-centred interventions. The research work  carried  out  at  the 

TISS has been increasingly used for capacity  building, fieldaction,  academics and policy advocacy 
on a spectrum of social, economic and environmental issues.

TISS has been undertaking innovative field action  projects  (FAPs)  since  the  1930s.  These  FAPs 
focus on assistance to and empowerment of the marginalised groups,  testing  new  approaches  and 

strategies in response to changing social realities, facilitating development of field-based knowledge 
and practice–theory continuum, among others.  Many  important  institutional  innovations  such  as 

Child Guidance Clinics, social workers/counsellors in Hospitals and  Family  Courts,  Special  Cells 
for Violence against Women in Police Stations, Childline (a national helpline for children in distress)

 — all began as FAPs of TISS and gradually became a part of the public institutional structure.

Today, the TISS has earned recognition as an institution of repute from different Ministries of the 

Government of India; various State Governments; international agencies such as the United Nations; 

and the non-government sector, both national and international. A high degree of freedom and 

autonomy shape the positive work ethos and creativity in the Institute facilitating strong linkages 

between education, research, field action and dissemination. TISS has always believed in nurturing 
a diverse student body, attracting students and faculty from across the world.

ABOUT TISS 



The  Centre  for  Women’s  Studies (CWS)  at TISS  is  recognized as an  Advanced  Centre  by  the 

University  Grants  Commission  in  its  XI  Plan  and  receives  grants  from the  University  Grants 

Commission under its special Scheme for Women’s Studies since 1984 (VI Plan allocations).

The Centre is one of the pioneering Women Studies University Centers in India. Established in 1982 

through a Ford Foundation grant,  the  Centre  was  born  out  of  a  felt  need  for  imparting  gender 

sensitivity and Women’s perspectives to students,  researchers,  fellow academics and policy makers 

through relevant education. The initial spectrum of activities  of the  Centre  included  research  and 

documentation, teaching of specific  courses  in  other  interdisciplinary  programs  of  the  Institute; 
preparing of  teaching  materials  and  aids;  consultancy  on  gender  themes  and  organizing  and 

conducting of training programs, seminars and conferences. In recent years, the Centre has built on 

this  rich  experience  of  early  years to  focus  its  activities towards  evolving  a  full-fledged  MA 
programme in Women’s Studies. The Centre has also been involved in networking and extension for 

national and international advocacy on Women’s issues since its inception.

It has a rich history of women  centered  research  and  advocacy  and  has  demonstrated  expertise, 

developed  over  several years,  of teaching women’s  themes across other  existing  programs.  The 

presence of a well-developed library and documentation facility also complements our aspirations.

This centre has a broad interdisciplinary perspective on gender studies  and  knowledge  production. 

Besides research and  teaching,  its  academic  programmes  focus  on  documentation,  publication, 

extension work in the field and networking with various strands of women’s movements.

The  Centre  for Women’s Studies has been at the core of national  and  international  networking. 

Faculty members at the Centre are regularly on the advisory boards of research studies at different 

Centers  and  Universities  as well as on  NGO committees.  We  are  also involved  in  organizing 

regional and multi-centric seminars in partnership with academic and community based institutions. 

Two faculty members from the Centre have been office bearers of Indian Association for Women’s 
Studies. Gender sensitization seminars, talks on specific themes for various kinds of groups such as 
students, general public, government officials, and  community  based  groups  and  special  interest 
groups  have made  for  visibility of  the  Centre  amongst  academic and  non-academic  audiences. 

Exchange programmes to universities abroad have also been anchored at the Centre. The Centre has 

worked to promote and strengthen  cross-cultural teaching,  research  and  extension in  the  area  of 

women’s issues and gender studies. A range of such activities not only provides  an  opportunity  for 

exchange of ideas and perspectives but also helps in networking and building new alliances.

ADVANCED CENTRE FOR WOMEN’S STUDIES



The M.A. in Women’s Studies was introduced in 2009 as an interdisciplinary programme that seeks to bring synthesis 

between  feminist  understanding  and  knowledge  and t he  institutional emphasis on preparing cadres of  social  and 

development workers who will realise the  dreams  of  sustainable,  equitable  and  participatory  development,  social 

welfare and social justice. This programme attempts to fulfil the urgent  need  to  make a  powerful  and  constructive 
critique of existing knowledge, especially in terms of its role in directing interventions to correct  women’s  exclusion 

from the fruits of development. Therefore, the programme contents bring together  a  core  of  women/gender-centred 

courses along with foundation courses, research methods, and field attachment.

Students of this programme have an opportunity to experience  a  wide  range  of  courses  linking  feminist  theories,

women’s movements, women’s development, and critiques of mainstream  development  that  excludes  women. The 

course requirement  of   presenting  a  student  thesis  is aimed  at   preparing  them  to   do   feminist  research   and 

documentation, while the field attachment provides an opportunity to learn organisational skills needed to work with 
women. Thus, the programme is  geared  towards  imparting  knowledge  and  skills  related  to  both,  research  and 

fieldwork/developmental interventions. Students of M.A. in Women’s Studies find themselves equipped with feminist 
knowledge to question, critique and make for changes in a wide range of work areas ranging from research, journalism, 

developmental initiatives, international, national and local organisations working for social  justice  and  equality,  civil 

and administrative projects, especially those working on women and gender issues.

FIELD ATTACHMENT

Field  Attachment is an important component of the M. A. in Women’s Studies program as it  requires  students  to  get 

hands on knowledge and experience to organizations working on women’s issues.It provides an opportunity to students 

to learn by observing, participating and allows for a contextualized and integrated learning based on direct interaction 

with ground realities. It also enhances and  prepares  skills  of  fieldwork,  research,  documentation,  presentation  and 
advocacy. Students have been placed with different  women’s  organizations,  feminist  organizations,  collectives  and 

people’s movements in and around Mumbai for the same.

RESEARCH DISSERTATION

Research  has  always  been  an  integral part of the activities of the Centre for Women’s Studies. The Centre has  been 

involved in a range of formative research that informs policy advocacy, pilot  studies  to  help design  large  studies on 

Women’s issues, quantitative and qualitative studies to intervene in existing  gender  and  development  discourses,  as 

well as review of current research in order to identify gaps in existing knowledge conceptually  and  methodologically.

The above stated focus finds resonance in students undertaking a research dissertation as  a part  of the  curriculum.  A 
major consideration in providing a research dissertation is its educational value. It  gives  students  the  opportunity  to 

plan  a  study,  prepare  research  tools,  collect  data  in  the  field,  analyze  the  data and write up the project under the 
guidance of a faculty of the Institute.The student’s engagement with the dissertation begins right from the first semester 
taking form through various stages such as proposing the research and fieldwork.This is facilitated by regular seminars 
and interactions  with  the  supervisors.  These  research  dissertations  are  pursued  on  diverse themes   encompassing 

developmental issues, governance, arts, cultural and film studies,  concerns  around  body  and  sexualities, through  an 
engagement with feminist research methodologies.

M.A in WOMEN’S STUDIES 



OUR FACULTY

Name and Designation Qualification

Dr. Vibhuti Patel, Professor, Chairperson, Advanced 

Center for Women's Studies
M.A. (Vadodara), PhD. (Mumbai)

Dr. Nishi Mitra, Professor M.A. (Lucknow), M.Phil. (JNU), Ph.D

Dr. Meena Gopal, Professor M.A., M.Phil.(Madras), Ph.D. (JNU)

Dr. Asha Achuthan, Assistant Professor M.B.B.S., M.Phil. (Calcutta), Ph.D. (Manipal)

Dr. Bindhulakshmi P. Assistant Professor, 

Course Coordinator
M.A. (Kannur), M.Phil. (Hyderabad), Ph.D. (IIT-B)

Dr. Sujata Chavan, Assistant Professor L.L.M., Ph.D. (Mumbai)

Ms. Sangita C. Thosar, Assistant Professor M.A. (Pune)

M.S.W (Mumbai), Master of Laws (Nottingham, UK)Advocate Monica Sakhrani Visiting Professor

M.A. (SNDT), M.Phil. (Cambridge, U.K.), Ph.D. (TISS)
Dr. Shilpa Phadke Associate Professor,

School of Media and Cultural Studies Chaiperson

Centre for the study of contemporary culture,SMCS 

M.Sc. (Mumbai), M.Phil., Ph.D. (MS University, Baroda)
Dr. Nandini Manjrekar Professor,

Centre for Education, School of Education

M.A (Hyderabad University), Ph.D (Hyd University)Dr. Sujatha  Devrapalli Coordinator,

Mumbai Campus

M.A. (Cambridge), Ph.D. (Dr. B.A.M.U.)Dr. Wandana P Sonalkar Visiting Professor, 

M.P.S., M.Phil., Ph.D. (JNU)

M. A. (TISS, Mumbai), M. Phil, PhD. (JNU)

Dr. Ilina Sen Visiting Professor

Dr. Aardra Surendran Assistant Professor,

Centre for Study of Developing Societies.



Semester Wise Listing of Courses 

Semester Course 

Code
Course Tile Credit

I

II

Foundation Courses 

Philosophy of Research

Understanding India's Political structure

India's Development Experience

Understanding Developing Economies

Understanding, Society, Culture and Identity

Methods of Social Research

Women, History and Society: Feminist Theories 
and Perspectives

Women’s Movement in India

Feminist Science Studies

Development, Feminist Politics and Praxis

Caste, Class and Gender: Theoretical Perspectives

Feminist Research Methodology and Practices

Women and Work: History of Transformation

Women, Sexualities and Violence

Feminist Legal Studies

Field Attachment with Analytical Report

FC 6

1

4

2

2

2

4

2

2

4

2

2

8

DS 3

WS 01

WS 02

WS 03

WS 22

WS 23

WS 05

WS 06

WS 08

WS 18

WS 21



2

2

2

2

2

2

2

8

4

Semester Course 

Code
Course Tile Credit

III

IV

Women’s literature in South Asia: Representations, 
Practices, Perspectives (optional)

WS 27

Gender Media and Culture (optional)

Feminist Perspectives on Gender and Health

Identity, Women’s Citizenship and Governance

Women’s Issues in Tribal and Indigenous Communities

Gender, Ideology and Education

Research Dissertation

Concept history and theories of development (Optional) 

Gender and Public Policy: Concepts, Measures, 
Strategies

WS 10

WS 30

WS 25

WS 24

WS 26

WS 15

WS 20

DS1 



Student’s Profiles Batch of 2018 



Qualification:

1. B.A. (Economics), Jai Hind College, Mumbai
2. International Political Economy, Kings’ College 

    London, Summer School

3. Associate, Trinity College, London

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

The Production in Reproduction: Understanding Surrogate 
Women’s Labour and Bodies in Mumbai

TISS Field Attachement: Family Court, Mumbai

Work Experience:
1. Freelancer (Writer) - Education Times and Mumbai Mirror

2. Trainer - Public speaking, Drama and Professional 

    Communication Skills. Affiliated to Trinity College, London.

Internship :
1. Women’s Initiatives, Marketing and Global Operations, Startup 

    Leadership

2. Production and Scripting, CNBC TV18, Mumbai

3. Content Writer, MTV, Mumbai

4. Student Editor, Education Times, Times of India, Mumbai

Achievements:
1. Secretary, History Association, Jai Hind College, Mumbai
2. Editor-in-chief, The Contrarian, Annual Economics Magazine, 

    Jai Hind College, Mumbai
3. 1st Rank, Asia, Grade 7 (Communication Skills), Trinity College, 

    London

4. Educational Scholarship, Priyadarshini Academy

 

 

Qualification:
B.A. (Development Studies), University of Allahabad

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Belonging Nowhere: Experiences of Internally Displaced 
Women in Kokrajhar District, Assam post the 2012 Bodo-

Muslim Conflict 

TISS Field Attachement: Men Against Violence and Abuse 

(MAVA), Andheri, Mumbai

Internships: North East Network, Guwahati, Assam

Achievements: Published papers in Discovery and International 

Journal of Social Sciences. Presented papers in different national 

and international conferences Student Member  (Elected)  of  the 

Internal Committee/ Committee Against Sexual  Harassment  at 
TISS, Mumbai

 

 

Aanchal Jain
aanchal.j04@gmail.com

Mohamed Altamash Khan
mdaltamash277@gmail.com



Qualification:

M.A. (Political science), Calcutta University.

B.A. (Political Science), Calcutta University.

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Understanding the situation of Widows in the Catholic Community: 
Case Study of North 24 Parganas, West Bengal

 

TISS Field Attachement: Majlis Legal Centre (November 2016 -

March 2017)

Research Experience:
Research methodology as a Special paper, in 2 year Master in

political science. My Research Topic: Understanding the Adivasi
communities political participation in Jalpaiguri, West Bengal.

 

 

Qualification:
B.A. (History Hons), Miranda House, Delhi University.

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Looking at the Social Movement in Manipur through the eyes 

of Meira Paibi

TISS Field Attachement: Bhartiya Muslim Mahila Andolan 

(BMMA)

Internships: Kutumb Foundation

 

 

Ankita Kujur
Kujurankita.37@gmail.com

Shagolsem Chinglembi Chanu
chingchanu888@gmail.com 



Qualification:

B.A. (Social Sciences), Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, Hyderabad

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Settlements of Muslims in Urban areas: A study of Tannery Road 
vicinity in Bangalore

TISS Field Attachement: Awaaz-E-Niswan, Mumbai 

Internship :
Employability Training Assistant, Enable India, Bangalore

Work Experience:
1. Volunteer, SayTrees; Smileys India; Volunteer for a Cause

2. Volunteer, National Service Scheme, Mount Carmel College

Achievements:
1. Served in Students Union of TISS Hyderabad as Hostel 
    Representative for  three consecutive years

2. International Exchange Programme, Keele University, 

    United Kingdom

Research Experience :
Undergraduate  Dissertation funded by Andhra Government  on 

Recasting Rural Lives: Assessing Mobility of Self Help Groups in 
Anantapur District in  Andhra Pradesh

 

 

Qualification:
B.A. (Sociology), Presidency University, Kolkata

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Can Marriage Be An Equal Institution? An Intergenerational 

Study based in Kolkata, looking at three generations of married 

women and trying to understand their experience of marriage

TISS Field Attachement: Aditi Source of Inspiration, An HIV/
AIDS control project, Mumbai

Internships: 
1. Education Support Volunteer, Make A Difference, Kolkata

2. Child Rights And You, Kolkata

3. Reporting and Features Intern, The Statesman, Kolkata

 

 

Fathima R F
fathimaray@gmail.com

Himalika Mohanty
himalika.mohanty@gmail.com



Qualification:

B.A. (History hons), Aligarh Muslim University

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Challenges and Struggle of Scheduled Tribe (ST) Panchayati Raj, 

Uttar Dinajpur, District, West Bengal 

 

TISS Field Attachement: Aditi Source of Inspiration, An HIV/AIDS 
 control project, Mumbai

Work Experience:
1. Fikar Sapno Ki

2. Film Club, Aligarh Muslim University

3. Gram Sabah, Indira awas yojana,  West Bengal

 

 

Qualification:
M.A. (English Studies), University of Hyderabad
B.A. (English Language and Literature), Madras 

Christian College

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Exploring Histories and Pedagogical practices of Bharatanatyam 
in Chennai

TISS Field Attachement: Vacha Educational Trust, Mumbai

Research Experience: Summer Fellow, DoHSS, IIT-Madras, 
Project on the oral history of a special ed. organisation

Internships: 
1. Editor and transcriber, Centre for Public History, Bangalore
2. Content creator, Orient BlackSwan, Chennai

3. Reporter, Metroplus, The Hindu, Chennai
4. DoHSS, IIT-Madras, General Survey of a tribal school in 
    Aanaikatti, TN

Working Experience: Teacher, Pathashaala Centre for 

Learning (KFI), Vallipuram (TN)

Achievements:  TSP Young Scholar Award

 

 

Jawaid Shahnawaz
jawaid6999@gmail.com

Kaveri Murthy
murthy.kaveri@gmail.com



Qualification:

B.E. (Electronic Branch), SDCOE, Nagpur University, 

Wardha.

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Tamasha: An exploratory study on life of Lavani Kalvant.

TISS Field Attachement: Sangati Organization, Mumbai

Internship :
Social Audit of MGNREGA, Jharkhand State Livelihood 

Promotion Society 

Work Experience:
1. Tutor, MS-CIT, TALLY and Web Designing in Computer 

    Coaching Classes for 6th Month in 2015.

2. Member, Organizing Team, Ambedkar Memorial Lecture in TISS.

3. Volunteer, Pre-orientation Program for SC, ST and OBC 

    student, TISS.

 

 

Qualification:
B.A. (Sociology Hons), Miranda House, University 
of Delhi

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Exploring the trajectories of families of gender nonconforming 

individuals 

TISS Field Attachement: Prayas, Mumbai

Internships: 
1. Outreach, Outline India, Gurgaon

2. Field Worker, Vikalp, Udaipur

3. Women’s Initiatives, Startup Leadership Program, Mumbai

Work Experience: Professional dancer and instructor, Danceworx, 

Delhi Freelance dancer

Achievements :  Scholarship, PAD 2012 

 

 

Kiran Shrirang Waghmare
Kiranwagh256@gmail.com

Malavika Goyal
goyalmalavika@gmail.com



Qualification:

Bachelors in Social Sciences (BASS), TISS Hyderabad. 

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

A Look into the Ongoing Socio-Political Debate of Reservation 

for Women in Nagaland. 

TISS Field Attachement: Society for Nutrition, Education and 

Health Action (SNEHA) Counseling center, Mumbai

Research Experience:
City Nursing Home, Hyderabad for research purpose (BA 
Dissertation). 

Internship :
Job Consultancy, Youth Net Nagaland. 

Work Experience:
1. Field work, Mahbubnagar (B.A. Course Curriculum)

2. Research Assistant, project commissioned by UNESCO, Delhi. 

 

 

Qualification:
B.E., Nagpur University, Nagpur.

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Socio- Economic Conditions of Liquor Selling Women in 

Wardha District, Maharashtra.

TISS Field Attachement: Mahila Rajsatta Aandolan (MRA), 

Mumbai

Internships: Social Audit, Jharkhand Sarkar Livelihood  

Promotion society, Jharkhand

 

 

Nikili K Yepthomi
nikiliyepthomi@gmail.com

Pranali Thool
thoolpranali365@gmail.com 



Qualification:

B.A.(Psychology), Ravenshaw University, Cuttack, 

Odisha

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Participation and Representation of Dongria Kandha Women in 

Anti-Vedanta Movement in Niyamgiri, Odisha

TISS Field Attachement: Resource Centre for Interventions on 

Violence against Women, TISS, Mumbai.

Internship : Practical Action, Bhubaneshwar 

Research Experience: Author, Evaluation Report for ‘Sunolo Sakhi’,

an intervention program for Practical Action

Achievements:
1. Representative, India Area, International Youth Convocation of 

    Y’s Youth International Organisation at Yokohama, Japan. (2010)

2. Presented papers at the Ranjita Mishra Memorial State Level 

    Conference in Bhubaneswar 2015 and 2016: Awarded First Prize 
     in Student Presenter category (2015)

3. Scholarship, Ministry of Human Resource Development, 
   Government of India for performance in Annual CHSE 
   Examination in state of Odisha

 

Qualification:
B.Sc., CZE, Chemistry, Zoology and Environmental 

Science, Government Institute of Science, Nagpur

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Lived Experiences of Muslim Women Domestic Workers: A 
case Study in Nagpur

TISS Field Attachement: Stree Mukti Sanghatna, Mumbai

Work Experience: Branch Post Master (BPM), Nagpur, 

Maharashtra

Internship: 
1. Social Auditor, Social Audit Unit Jharkhand for government 

    schemes like 14th Finance Commission, MNREGA with 

    Jharkhand State Livelihood Promotion Society 

2. Member of Organizing committee of Ambedkar Memorial 

    Lecture, TISS

 

 

Pratikshya Priyadarshini
pratikshyapriyadarshini53@gmail.com

Reshma Ansari
reshmaansari142@gmail.com



Qualification:
1. B.A., Literature, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 

    Marathwada University, Aurangabad

2. LLb (Appeared, 3rd year), Dr. Babasaheb 

    Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad

3. M.A.,English (Pursuing 2nd year), Yashvantrao 

   Chavan Open University

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Caste and Gender based Discrimination against Dalit Students in 

Higher Education   

TISS Field Attachement: Mahila Rajsatta Andolan, Mumbai

Work Experience:
1. Teacher, Night School of Women 

2. Customer Executive, Aditya Birla Minacs, Aurangabad

3. Customer Executive, SERCO, Aurangabad

Internship :
1. Social Auditor, 14th Finance Commission in Jharkhand

2. Social Auditor, MGNREGA, Gumla, Jharkhand

3. Independent Social Auditor of MGNREG, Chinchkheda, 

    Yeldari and Aamdari villages of Hingoli Districts, Maharashtra
4. Volunteer, NSS

Achievements:
1. Member, NCC.

2. Class representative, B.A. (Second Year)

 

 

Qualification:
Post graduate diploma, Community Media, TISS-Mumbai

B.A., Communication Studies, Mount Carmel College, 

Bangalore

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Caste and Gender Interactions with Sustainability, a study 

based in a women’s handloom cooperative society 

TISS Field Attachement: Society for Human and Environmental 
Development, Dharavi, Mumbai

Work Experience: 
1. Script writing & videography assistant, Film on Prajayatna 

    (Bangalore based NGO working on education)

2. Communications executive, 7th Bengaluru International Film 

    Festival, Karnataka Chalanachitra Academy 

Internships: 
1. Koshish, Field Action Project, TISS-Mumbai

2. City Reporter at The Hindu, Bangalore
3. Suchitra Cinema and Cultural Academy, Bangalore

4. Thinkpot Production House, Bangalore

Research Experience :
Field interpreter and assistant for a PhD thesis on migrant 

construction labourers in Bangalore

 

 

Sachin Narayan Kamble
kamblesachin130@gmail.com

Shraddha NV Sharma
shraddhanvsharma@gmail.com



Qualification:

Graduated in Political Science (BA) from Fergusson 

College, Pune University, Pune. 

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Education of Banjara Women in Osmanabad Dist. Maharashtra 

( age group 6-18 )

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:
 1. Worked with Sahayog in Mumbai for their two projects 

      Sangharsh – a rehabilitation center for disabled children and 

      Roshan- a community based library 

 2.  Undergraduate certificate course in Women and Development 
      from KJSP Pune University, pune.

 

 

Qualification:
B.A. (History Hons), Indraprastha College for Women 
(IPCW), University of Delhi (2013-2016)

 

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Becoming a peer: An exploratory study with gender-conforming 
persons who seek to understand non conformity

TISS Field Attachement: Ghar Bachao Ghar Banao Andolan 

(GBGB)

Internships: 
1. National Research Study on Human Trafficking,  National 
    Human Rights Commission (NHRC).
2. Action 2015 Volunteer Alexis Foundation

3. International Centre for Research on Women (ICRW)

4. Public Health Foundation India

Achievements: 
1. Paper presentation on the ‘Politics of symbolism under 

    the Gandhi regime’, Gandhian Inter College Conference, 

    IPCW, Delhi University

2. Paper presentation on History and Art: Understanding 
    The Painting My Dress Hangs There, Works of Frida 
    Kahlo, Delhi University

 

 

Shravasti Dattatraya Maske
shravastimaske@gmail.com

Shreya Khaund
shreyakhaund19@gmail.com



TISS Field Attachement: 

Research Experience: Summer Fellow, DoHSS, IIT-Madras, 

Internships: 
1. Editor and transcriber, Centre for Public History, Bangalore

3. Reporter, Metroplus, The Hindu, Chennai
4. DoHSS, IIT-Madras, General Survey of a tribal school in 

Working Experience:

Achievements:  

Qualification:

B.A. (Social Sciences), Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, Hyderabad

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Study of New Generation Women Owned Startups - Experiences 

as Entrepreneurs A Qualitative Study in Mumbai

TISS Field Attachement: Akshara Centre, Mumbai

Internship :
1. Women’s Initiatives and Social Media Marketing, Startup 

    Leadership Program

2. Website Content Writer, AskMen.in, Mumbai

3. Social Worker, Akshara Centre, Mumbai

4. Website Content Writer, Women’s Web, Mumbai

5. Data Collection and Processing, Child Rights & You, Bangalore

6. Human Resource, PepsiCo, Bangalore

Research Experience:
Undergraduate Dissertation - Conducted an ethnographic study titled 

‘A Study on the Structure and Functions of a Mental Health 
Institution (A Study Conducted in Hyderabad)

 

 

 

Qualification:
B.A. (Social Sciences), Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 

Guwahati

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Healthcare Response to Gender Violence, Looking Through 
Burn Care Unit, Dibrugarh, Assam.

TISS Field Attachement: Towards Advocacy, Networking 

and Developmental Action (TANDA), Mumbai

Internships: Teacher, Community Aid Sponsorship Programme, 

Delhi

Research Experience: Gendered Street Harassment in Guwahati, 
Assam (B.A. Dissertation)

 

 

Tharayil   Aishwarya   Gopinath
aishwarya12121995@gmail.com

Pragya Kakaty
pragyakakaty@gmail.com



Qualification:

B.A. (English Hons), Deshbandhu College, 
University of Delhi 

Research Topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Women in Working Women’s Hostels

TISS Field Attachement: Sulabha School for Special Children 

Work Experience:
1. Volunteer, Conference on Muslim Women’s Rights 

2. Volunteer, Quintessence, Annual Cultural Fest, TISS, Mumbai

3. Volunteer, Sister Elizabeth Society for Orphanage Girls, 

    Madhya Pradesh. 

 

 

Qualification:
B.A. (Political Science Hons) from Scottish Church 
College, Calcutta University

Research topic: 

Work experience/ Internships/ Achievements:

Breast Cancer in Women - The System’s Apparent Concern 

With the Maintenance of Femininity (working title)

TISS Field Attachement: Maharashtra Mahila Parishad, Mumbai

Work Experience: 
1. Content Head, On The Rox e-Magazine, 
2. Calcutta Student Reporter, The Telegraph In Schools

 

 

Anuradha Srivastava 
srivastav.anuradha101@gmail.com

Titas Ghosh
ghoshtitas681@gmail.com



Malavika Goyal
+91 9650173918

Fathima R.F
+91 9052042876

Sachin Narayan Kamble
09156028290

Shradha Nelamangala
+917348816642

Altamash 
+91 8181862457

CONTACT PERSONS

Women’s Studies Placement Cell


